A 25 year old woman presented with acute onset cough; streaky haemoptysis; and expectoration of large, whitish, salty sputum while bathing in the early morning. Physical examination was normal. Expectorated material comprised soft, slippery, glistening membrane-like structures (A). Chest radiography showed bilateral cavitating masses with air-fluid levels (B). Histopathological examination of membranes confirmed the diagnosis of ruptured hydatid cyst. Hydatid serology was positive. She improved with anthelmintic drugs and remains asymptomatic 18 months since the event. Salty sputum and expectoration of whitish glistening membranes are unusual, yet characteristic, symptoms pointing to the diagnosis of ruptured pulmonary hydatid cyst. 
